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atrocities were used on either side. But the Mahabharata
has a better message even than the demonstration of war
as a delusion and folly. It is the spiritual history of man
considered as an immortal being and has used with a
magnifying lens a historical episode considered in his times
of moment for the tiny world round him, but in terms of
present-day values of no significance. In those days the
globe had not shrunk to a pinhead, as it has today, on
which the slightest movement on one spot affects the whole.
The Mahabharata depicts for all time the eternal struggle
that goes on daily between the forces of good and evil
in the human breast and in which though good is ever
victorious evil does put up a brave show and baffles even the
keenest conscience. It shows also the only way to right
action..

But whatever the true message of the Bhagavadgita
may be, what matters to the leaders of the peace movement
is not what the Gita says but what the Bible, which is their
spiritual dictionary, says, and then too not what meaning
the Church authorities give to it, but what meaning a
prayerful reading of it yields to the reader. What matters
most of all is the objectors' knowledge of the implications
of the law of love or Ahimsa, inadequately rendered in
English as non-violence. The articles of The Statesman are
perhaps a fair challenge to the objectors. I am sorry I
do not know enough of the movement to give a definite
opinion. My opinion need have no weight whatsoever
with the objectors. But it has, inasmuch as I know intimately
some of them who even correspond with me. And now
they have gone a step further in that they have adopted
almost as their text-book Mr. Richard Gregg's book called
The Power of Non-violence which is claimed by its author
to be a Western interpretation of what non-violence as I
interpret it stands for. It may not, therefore, be presumptuous
on my part, if I set down without argument the implications
and conditions of the success of non-violence. Here they are:

(1)  Non-violence is the law of the human race and is
infinitely greater than and superior to brute force.

(2)  In the last resort it does not avail to those who do
not possess a living faith in the God of Love.